Plant with nonflowering shoots. Stems with oblong bulb at the base, enveloped by stem leaf sheaths usually 1/2 of the length from the base to below panicle; the uppermost node in upper part of the basal 1/3 of the stem. Basal leaves 0.5-1.8 mm wide, folded. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 2.7-6 mm long, acute. Panicle triangular, with 13-22 scabrid branches and 35-150 spikelets. Spikelets usually not viviparous, ca. 5-7.8 mm long, ovate, with 3-7 florets; with muriculate or scabrid rachilla; lower glume 2.2-3.7 (Bor, 1968) , the abovementioned references cite P. reuteriana as a synonym of P. sinaica. Viviparous specimens of P. sinaica are very similar to P. bulbosa subsp. vivipara. In this case it seems useful to use Feinbrun's viewpoint. Feinbrun (1940) distinguished P. sinaica by the following characters: 1) ligules of the radical leaf blades and tip of the membranous sheath usually embracing the bulbous base, produced above the tuft of leaf blades; 2) blade of radical leaves very narrow, convolute, densely scabrous on the margins and along the prominent veins of the lower surface; 3) swollen leaf bases oblong, often scarcely inflated below, densely covered by residues of sheaths of preceding years; and 4) tufts rather dense; culms not generally geniculate (Bor, 1968 Plant with numerous nonflowering shoots. Stems bulbous at the base, enveloped by stem leaf sheaths usually 1/2 of the length from the base to below panicle; the uppermost node in middle 1/3 of the stem. Basal leaves 0.9-1.2 mm wide, folded. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 4-4.5 mm long, usually acute, sometimes obtuse. Panicle narrowly elliptic, with 13-20 scabrid branches and 38-127 spikelets. Spikelets not viviparous, ca. 5.3-6 mm long, ovate, with 6 or 7 florets; with usually muriculate rachilla, sometimes scabrid; lower glume 2.1-3.2 mm long, lanceolate, acute, 1-veined; upper glume 2.7-3.9 mm long, ovate, 3-veined. The lowest lemma 3.2-3.9 mm long, ovate, obtuse, obscurely 5-veined, completely glabrous, scabrid on the upper part of the keel; callus glabrous. Palea keels scabrid. Fl. 4-8.
Selected specimens: -Golestan: 157 km E Gonbad e Ghabous, Pabot, TARI-27886. In Grasses of the Soviet Union (Tzvelev, 1983 ) Poa bactriana has 4 subspecies, which are distributed in Central Asia: a) subsp. bactriana, b) subsp. glabriflora (Roshev. ex Ovcz.) Tzvelev, c) subsp. zaprjagajevii (Ovcz.) Tzvelev, and d) subsp. drobovii Tzvelev. Their diagnostic characters are: length of branches of panicle, presence and density of hairs on the panicle branches, number of spikelets on each branch, size and color of spikelets, length of anthers, leaf blade width, habitat, and height of plant. 3.2.1.4. P. densa Troitzky, Trudy Glavn. Bot. Sada. 27: 619, f. l (1928) .
Plant with nonflowering shoots. Stem with swollen spheroidal bulbs at the base, enveloped by stem leaf sheaths usually 2/3 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in 1/2 of the stem. Basal leaves 0.5-0.7 mm wide, fairly hard, convolute, with distinct whitish longitudinal stripes corresponding to the highly developed sclerenchymatous bands. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 1-2 mm long, obtuse. rachilla; lower glume 2.1-2.8 mm long, lanceolate, acute, 1-veined; upper glume 2.4-3.1 mm long, rhomboid, acute, 3-veined. The lowest lemma 3.2-3.7 mm long, ovate to elliptic, obtuse, obscurely 5-veined, completely glabrous, scabrid on the upper part of the keel; callus glabrous. Palea keels scabrid. Fl. 4-7.
Selected specimens: -Golestan: on the top of mountain on road to Bojnurd, 27 km E of Marave tappeh, 1300 m, Hewer, TARI-3843. -Ardabil: ca. 20-30 km from Masuleh to Khalkhal, 2100 m, Assadi, TARI-86476 ( Figure 5 ). The closest species is P. bactriana. In Grasses of the Soviet Union (Tzvelev, 1983) , P. densa differs from P. bactriana by the following characters: length of ligules of nonflowering shoot, basal leaf blades wide and with distinct whitish longitudinal stripes corresponding to highly developed sclerenchymatous bands. 3.2.1.5. P. timoleontis Heldr. ex Boiss., Fl. Or. 5: 607 (1884). Plant with numerous nonflowering shoots. Stem with pearlike bulbs at the base, enveloped by leaf sheaths usually 2/3 of the length from the base; the uppermost node under the leaf sheaths. Basal leaves 0.5-0.8 mm wide, folded. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 2.5-3.7 mm long, acute, relatively thickened, and whitish. Panicle ovate, with 10-13 scabrid branches and 20-25 spikelets. Spikelets viviparous, ca. 5-6.1 mm long, ovate, with 4 or 5 florets; lower and upper glumes 2.1-2.3 mm long, rhomboid, acute, 3-veined. The lowest lemma 2.5-3 mm long, ovate, obscurely 5-veined, completely glabrous; callus glabrous. Palea keels scabrid.
Fl. 4-6.
Selected specimens: -Kerman: Baft, Gonbadan, Mirtajadini, TUH-32100. Poa timoleontis is bulbous at the base and similar to P. bulbosa subsp. vivipara. It is distinguished by characters such as the relative length of ligule to length of lamina, the milky white ligules of the lower sheaths, and white wide margins of lemma. 3.2.1.6. P. badensis Haenke ex Willd., Sp. Pl. 1: 392 (1797). Perennials, densely tufted. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths usually 2/3 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in basal 1/2 of the stem. Basal leaves 2-3.9 mm wide, linear. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 2.5-4.5 mm long, acute. Panicle ovate, with 10-14 smooth branches and 40-80 spikelets. Spikelets not viviparous, ca. 5.5-6.1 mm long, broadly ovate, with 4 or 5 florets; with smooth rachilla; lower glume 2.1-3.2 mm long, ovate, acute, 1-veined; upper glume 2.7-3.9 mm long, broadly rhomboid, 3-veined. The lowest lemma 4-4.7 mm long, broadly ovate, obtuse, with very wide hyaline margin, obscurely 5-veined, smooth, with appressed hairs between the veins in the lower part; callus webbed. Palea on the upper 2/3 of the keel ciliate and scabrid. Fl. 6-8. The closest species is P. alpina. Poa badensis differs from P. alpina by the following characters: glaucous plants, densely tufted, stem leaves short and folded, rather firm with cartilaginous margins, ligules 2.5-4 mm long and acute, and the panicles more narrowly contracted.
3.2.1.7. P. alpina L., Sp. Pl. 1: 67 (1753). Perennial, laxly tufted. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths for about 1/2 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in basal 1/2 of the stem. Basal leaves 1.1-1.8 mm wide, linear. Ligules of the uppermost leaf 1.1-2 mm long, lacerate, sometimes obtuse. Panicle triangular with ca. 12 smooth branches and ca. 80 spikelets. Spikelets sometimes viviparous, ca. 5 mm long, elliptic, with 2 florets; with smooth rachilla; lower glume ca. 3.2 mm long, elliptic, acute, with a wide hyaline margin, 1-veined; upper glume ca. 4 mm long, ovate, acute, with a wide hyaline margin, 3-veined. The lowest lemma ca. 4 mm long, elliptic, obtuse, obscurely 5-veined, on the lower 2/3 of the keel; 1/3 of the marginal veins ciliate or appressed hairy, with appressed hairs between the veins in the lower part; callus glabrous. Palea on the lower 2/3 of the keel scabrid. Fl. 7-9. Specimen seen: -Azerbaijan: Sabalan, 2300 m, Javanshir, TARI-755 (Figure 8 ). Poa pratensis subsp. pratensis and P. pratensis subsp. angustifolia are very similar with several overlapping characters. The 2 taxa in some local literature (Tzvelev, 1983) have been regarded at the subspecific rank, which is followed here as well. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths for about 2/3 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in middle 1/3 of the stem. Basal leaves 1-3.8 mm wide, linear. Ligule of the uppermost leaf acute or obtuse, less than 3 mm long. Panicle triangular, with more than 8-12 branches and 24-56 spikelets. Spikelets 5.1-5.8 mm long, ovate, with 3 or 4 florets; smooth rachilla; lower glume 2-3.2 mm long, lanceolate, acute, with a wide hyaline margin, 1-veined; upper glume 2.7-3.5 mm long, ovate, acute, with a wide (Figure 14) .
Section Homalopoa

Section
In Flora of Pakistan (Cope, 1982) , the diagnostic characters distinguishing P. annua and P. supina are: spikelets aggregated or not toward the tips of the branches, length of anthers. 3.2.5. Section Pandemos Asch. & Graebn., Syn. Mitteleur. Fl. 2: 425 (1900) . Perennials, rhizomatous or stoloniferous. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths for about 1/4 to 1/3 of the length from the base. Panicle with scabrid branches. Spikelets not viviparous. Lemma with scabrid veins in the lower part and callus webbed and hairs wooly. Palea with tuberculate or muriculate keels. 3.2.5.1. P. trivialis L., Sp. Pl. 1: 67 (1753). Perennials, rhizomatous to stoloniferous. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths for about 1/2 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in middle of the stem. Basal leaves 1.2-4 mm wide, linear. Ligule of the uppermost leaf acute, at least 3 mm long. Panicle elliptic to triangular, with up to ca. 30 branches and ca. 250 spikelets. Spikelets 2.4-4.5 mm long, ovate, with 2-4 florets; with smooth rachilla; lower glume 1.4-2.5 mm long, lanceolate, acute, 1-veined; upper glume 1.8-3.1 mm long, rhomboid, acute, 3-veined.
The lowest lemma 2.2-3.2 mm long, elliptic, obtuse, with a wide hyaline margin, with semi-or, more usually, obvious lateral veins; on the lower 1/2-3/4 of the keel and 1/6-1/3 of the marginal veins appressed hairy; callus webbed, web distinct, hairs wooly. Palea with very short scabrous or muriculate keels. Fl. 5-9. In fact, these taxa have many overlapping characters, and their differences are confined to the shape of stolons and type of panicle. 3.2.6. Section Stenopoa Dum., Observ. Gram. Belg.: 110, 112, s. str. (1823). Perennials, not rhizomatous, rarely (in P. compressa) rhizomatous, usually forming somewhat dense tuft. Stems enveloped by leaf sheaths less than 1/5 of the length from the base. Panicle with very scabrid branches. Spikelets not viviparous. Lemma somewhat pilose in the lower part, at least on the keel and marginal veins; callus glabrous or with a few hairs. Palea with scabrid keels in the upper part, sometimes with ciliate keels in the lower part. In most Floras the length of the ligule of the uppermost leaf is recorded as up to 0.5 mm long. However, some herbarium specimens and collected plant specimens from Arasbaran have ligules of up to 1 mm long and callus of lemma webbed (web sparse). Presence of a web on the callus was not mentioned in the Flora of Turkey (Edmondson, 1985) , Flora Europaea (Edmondson, 1980) , or Flora of Pakistan (Cope, 1982) . In Flora Iranica (Bor, 1970) , the callus of the lemma was described as distinctly webbed with wooly hairs, but in Grasses of the Soviet Union (Tzvelev, 1983) , Flora Palaestina (Feinbrun, 1986) , and Flora of the USSR (Roshevits and Shishkin, 1934) In Grasses of the Soviet Union (Tzvelev, 1983) , the diagnostic characters distinguishing P. versicolor and P. araratica are: length of branches of panicle, number of the lowest branches of panicle, number of florets in each spikelet, and size and color of spikelets.
Other diagnostic characters of P. versicolor subsp. araratica are presence of thick rhizome, red old remnants of leaf sheaths at the base of stem, uppermost node in the lower 1/3 of the stem, narrowly oblong panicle, length of lower branches of panicle up to 3 cm long, and acute or obtuse ligule of uppermost leaf. This species has a wide circumpolar distribution. Among the specimens collected in the same area and at the same time, high variation in morphology was observed. The density of hairs between the veins of the lemma in the lower part changes from totally glabrous to completely hairy with increasing altitude. This point has not been discussed in any other descriptions or references. (Figure 22 ).
It seems that the closest species is P. stepposa (Kryl.) Roshev. The differences between the 2 species are as follows: a) The absence of compact nonflowering shoots in P.
stepposa and the presence of numerous nonflowering shoots in P. damavandica. b) Nodes exerted from leaf sheaths in the former and not exerted in the latter. c) Stems apparent in the former and hidden in the leaf sheaths in the latter.
d) Stems with apparent nodes in the former and no nodes along the stem in the latter. e) Stems almost completely leafless in the upper part in the former and leafy in the latter. f) All leaves 0.5-1.25 mm wide in the former and basal leaves 1.1-2 mm wide in the latter. Poa rangkulensis Ovcz. & Czuk., another relative, is quite different from P. damavandica, having lemmas densely short-pilulose in the lower part between the veins. Among the Iranian species, P. sterilis M.Bieb. and P. araratica Trautv. are similar to the new species; therefore, they are compared in the Table. 3.2.6.2. Subsection Tichopoa (Aschers. et Graebn.) Maire, Fl. Afr. Nord., 3: 95 (1955) . Plants often rhizomatous with distinctly compressed stems all along their length.
3.2.6.2.1. P. compressa L., Sp. Pl. 69 (1753) . Plants laxly caespitose. Stems compressed, with obvious nodes, enveloped by leaf sheaths for about 2/3 of the length from the base; the uppermost node in the middle 1/3 of the stem. Basal leaves 2-2.5 mm wide, convolute. Ligule of the uppermost stem leaf 0.8 mm long, obtuse. Panicle compact, the lowest branches not more than 1 cm long, with 10-12 branches and 18-23 spikelets. Spikelets Specimens of P. aitchisonii that were cited in Flora Iranica (Bor, 1970) were not available for examination. The specimens of this species have not been collected again in Iran. This species is distributed in Pakistan. According to Flora of Pakistan (Cope, 1982) , its diagnostic characters are: plant not rhizomatous, panicle branches smooth and paired at the lower nodes, lower glume 1-veined, and anthers 1.3-2 mm long. Plants with these characteristics were not found among our collections from the habitat mentioned or in the visited herbaria. (Bor, 1970) , P. supina was recorded from Gilan and Tehran provinces. It differs from its nearest relative, P. annua, by long anthers and glabrous middle veins of lemma. Moreover, the aggregation of spikelets at the end of the panicle branches is another characteristic trait according to Flora of Pakistan (Cope, 1982) . Poa supina occurs in Pakistan and Afghanistan and all across Eurasia. Generally, in considering these characters, specimens matching P. supina were not found among the collected plant specimens from the mentioned habitats in Iran. Therefore, it seems that the record of P. supina from Iran may be incorrect.
